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A Democracy Operates Free Public Schools and 
Passes Compulsory Attendance Laws, not through a sense 
of charity but because it realizes that Education is the 
Only Means it has of Perpetuating Itself and Promoting 
Its Own Interests. 
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School Committee 
Mrs. Walter W. Johnson, Chairman, 29 Lincoln Street 
Term Expires 1954 


Mrs. John P. English, Vice-Chairman, 37 (Maple Street 
Term Expires 1954 


Mrs. William W. Mackay, 50 Elm Street 
Term Expires 1955 


John E. O’Doherty, 25 Broadway 
Term Expires 1955 
David C. Whitehouse, 2 Girard Road 
Term Expires 1956 


Regular meetings are held in the School Committee Room in the 
Town Hall at 8:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of each month. 


Superintendent of Schools 
and Secretary to School, Committee 
Raymond C. Burdick, 12 Philips Road, Stoneham 
Services terminated June 30, 1953 


C. Newton Heath, 46 Lindenwood Road, Stoneham 
Services began July 1, 1953 
Telephone, SToneham 6-1881 


Office at the Town Hall, Telephone, SToneham 6-0601 


The Superintendent may be seen by appointment at 
your convenience. 


Secretary to Superintendent 


Lydia Bagdikian, 298 Main Street, Wakefiela 
Telephone, CRystal 9-1608-W 


Superintendent’s Clerks 


La Verne Ames, 14 Cottage Street, Stoneham 


Mrs. Dorothy R. Driscoll, 8 Brackett Avenue, Stoneham 
Telephone, SToneham 6-1238 
Services began June 16, 1953 


Caroline Osborne, 20 Penny Lane, Stoneham 
Services terminated June 2, 1953 


Office Hours 
School Days 8:00 to 5:00 
School Vacations 9:00 to 12:00; 1:15 to 4:00 
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Schedule of Terms 


1954 Winter Term, January 4 to February 19 
Spring Term, March 1 to April 15 
‘Summer Term, April 26 to June 22 noon 
High School Graduation, Wednesday, June 9 
Schools closed May 31 
Fall Term, September 8 to December 23 noon 
Schools closed October 12, 29, November 11, 24 noon, 25, 26 


1955 ‘Winter Term, January 3 to February 18 
Spring Term, February 28 to April 15 
Summer Term, April 25 to June 22 noon 
High School Graduation, Wednesday, June 8 
Schools closed April 8 and May 30 
The above schedule is subject to change if necessary 


Hours of School 


Elementary Schools: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Grade 1 may be dismissed thirty minutes earlier 

Junior-Senior High School: 8:10 a.m. to 2:05 p.m. 
Make-up Periods: 2:05 to 3:00 p.m. 


“No School Signals” 


22 on FIRE ALARM 
All grades: 7:30 a.m. 
Grades 1-6: 7:40 a.m. 


Radio broadcasts will be made on Stations WBZ, WEEI, 
WHODH, and WNAC. 


REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
To the Citizens of Stoneham: 

We are submitting to you the sixty-third annual report of 
the Superintendent of Public Schools to your Schoo] Committee. 
. This report of the Superintendent, Mr. C. Newton Heath, covers 
the last six months of 1953 because his services began as of 
July 1, 1953. The other reports included here cover the complete 
calendar year of 1953. 

During the past year two committees have been working 
with the interests of the future school population in mind. At 
a special town meeting in October, the High ‘School Building 
Committee had its preliminary plans accepted and money was 
appropriated for the building of a $1,520,000.00 high school. It 
is hoped that in 1955 the present junior-senior high school build- 
ing can be used as a junior high school and crowded conditions 
there eliminated. 

The Elementary School Building Committee will bring to 
the regular March town meeting preliminary plans and proposed 
costs for an elementary school in the Melrose Highlands section 
of our town. It is hoped that the townspeople will accept this 
in order that the school may be constructed and another grave 
situation of overcrowding be changed. 

Although our transportation problem has been great, par- 
ents have been most co-operative. In the budget which we are 
presenting for next year, this item had to be increased more 
than it has been in past years. 

The total budget request for 1954 (general appropriation of 
$483,539.97 plus special appropriations of $3,960.00) is $487,499.97. 
After deducting receipts of $87,219.19, this gives a net appropria- 
tion request of $400,280.78. This indicates a net increase of 
$9,459.58 over the 1953 total appropriation for all school pur- 
poses. The detailed budget figures are listed elsewhere in this 
report. 

The enrollment in our schools continues to increase each 
year as shown in detail in the age-grade report which is includ- 
ed in each annual report submitted to the town. 

The members of the Schoo] Committee wish to express their 
thanks to the Parent-Teacher Association, the elementary school 
councils, the many public-spirited citizens, Mr. Raymond Bur- 
dick, our former superintendent, and to the present administra- 
tive staff for their co-operation, interest, and support during 


the past year. 
e °, Respectfully submitted 


HAZEL C. JOHNSON, Chairman 
KATHRYN B. ENGLISH, Vice-Chairman 
ELSIE F. MACKAY 

JOHN E. O’DOHERTY 

DAVID C. WHITEHOUSE 
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Report of Superintendent of Schools 


To the School Committee of Stoneham: 

This, my first annual report as your superintendent of 
schools, includes the reports of the supervisors and the high 
school staff. The school program is covered by these depart- 
mental reports. 


TEACHING STAFF INCREASED 

Last year plans were made in the budget to add two addi- 
tional teachers at the elementary level. After these positions 
were filled, it was found that we would need to open a third 
extra class for second grade pupils. Thus we had three new 
teaching positions when school opened in September. 

The changes in the teaching assignments and staff replace- 
ments are found elsewhere in this report. 

During the past year the teaching staff has continued its 
professional growth through extension courses as well as by 
in-service training programs of curriculum improvement. The 
list of courses taken and the degrees attained are detailed under 


COURSES TAKEN FOR PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT. 

As a further means of raising the professional standards 
of our present staff and to attract qualified new teachers, a con- 
tinuing study is being made of the various factors in our present 
salary schedule. A special salary study committee, composed 
of teachers, the school committee, and superintendent will work 
to complete the revision. 


SCHOOL PLANT IMPROVEMMENT , 

During the summer the routine maintenance and clean- 
ing was completed in all schools. Major improvements included 
the following: 

High School 

1. Eight “On-Wall” cafeteria tables and seats were install- 
ed in the gymnasium. 

2. The cafeteria kitchen floor was covered with Koroseal 
tile. 

3. A new Garland range and large refrigerator were in- 
Stalled in the cafeteria. ; 

4. Asphalt tile floor covering was placed in the entire 
home economics suite. 

5. Four additional classroom units were added to the pub- 
lic address system. 

6. The school library, seven classrooms, and one basement 
corridor were painted. 

7. The exterior wood trim of the’ ‘building was repaired 
and painted. 


8. Classroom chairs in the sewing laboratory were replaced. 
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Elementary Schools 

1. One room of new airplane type furniture was placed 
in the North School. (The opening of three additional classrooms 
necessitated the reconditioning of all the old classroom desks 
and chairs which were in storage. These provided pupil seating 
for only two of the rooms needed.) 

2. New concentric ring electrical fixtures were installed in 
the two basement rooms at the Robin Hood School and in one 
basement room at the South School. Until such time as a new 
elementary school is constructed, we shall continue the use of 
these basement rooms for claSs purposes. 

3. Playground equipment was purchased for the Robin 
Hood School. (Due to the co-operative program now in operation 
by the School Committee and the Park Department, the installa- 
tion of this equipment was completed under the Supervision of 
Mr. Fred Porter.) 

NEEDS 
Additional Staff 

During the past two years our high school enrollment has 
increased 89 pupils and yet we have not increased the teaching 
staff. Currently, we have 132 seniors and 204 sixth graders. This 
will mean a further increase in the high school building of 72 
pupils for next year. Our budget calls for two teachers to be 
added to the junior high school. 

Administration 

The completion of our new high school will make space 
available in the present building for a central office area where 
all supervisors, the present office staff, and the school committee 
room can be located. Space for storage and a central school supply 
area are seriously needed in order to more efficiently administer 
the schools. The present cramped quarters of the main office, 
lack of storage space, and complete lack of a private office for 
conferences makes the present facility inadequate. 


School Plant 

In the interest of economical long-range planning, it would 
seem advisable to delay the much-needed improvements in the 
toilet facilities at the high school. When the building becomes 
available as a junior high school, provisions must then be made 
to relocate and equip the toilet areas. 

Plans have been made to redecorate and make minor re- 
pairs in the home economics laboratories during the ensuing 
year. 

Adult Education 

Present facilities limit the adult education program, but 
there is certainly need for, and an interest in, other courses 
for evening school groups. Courses in woodworking and arts 
and crafts should be included in our program. Our present offer- 
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ings are limited to Americanization (24 students), typewriting. 


(54 students), stenography (35 students), sewing (80 students), 
and English (17 students). 
CONCLUSION 

My first six months as your superintendent have been most 
gratifying. The sincerity of purpose of the entire school staff, 
the co-operation of the custodians, the friendly welcome extend- 
ed me by the school councils and the Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tion, and the wholehearted support of your school committee 
have made the routine of the position a very pleasant experience. 


Respectfully submitted 
C. NEWTON HEATH 


Annual Report of the Supervisor of Elementary Education 


The safety program in the Stoneham elementary grades 
was strengthened during the past school year through the use 
of the safety materials of the Massachusetts Safety Council. 
Posters and lesson units were used in all elementary classrooms 
throughout the year. The Stoneham School Traffic Patrol was 
represented and participated in the school patrol panel discus- 
sion at the state safety conference. In the spring all of the 
elementary pupils enjoyed a special safety program, the Safety 
Circus, at the Town Hall. Officer Pressley and his trained dogs 
presented the safety rules in an instructive and entertaining 
manner. 

At the end of the school year, each child who served his 
elementary school as a member of the safety patrol was given 
a certificate recognizing his service to his schoolmates. 

The Stoneham elementary teachers became acquainted with 
a large amount of free educational material through an exhibit 
of this nature at the Emerson School early in the school year. 
After first hand examination of this material each teacher had 
an opportunity to learn the name and address of all material 
that would be useful in the work of her classroom. 

Revision of the fifth grade social studies curriculum was 
Started by a committee made up of the fifth grade teachers. 
The committee discussed the strengths and weaknesses of the 
course of study now in use and decided to continue their study 
and revision of the curriculum during the coming school year. 


A new opaque projector and a large number of new film- 
Strips were purchased during the year. These visual aids will 
strengthen and make more concrete the teaching of the social 
Studies, science, and children’s literature in all of the elemen- 
tary grades. 


Many classes in the elementary grades found excursions to 
local points of interest valuable. Some of the primary grades 
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visited the zoo, the fire station, the library, and the dairy to make 
their understanding of these community agencies more mean- 
ingful. 

Several grades also visited the Children’s Museum and the 
Science Museum during the school year. 

A trip to the Children’s Museum in Tartans Plain made 
the study of the pioneers more interesting and realistic. The 
children saw and felt many things which were actually used 
by the pioneers. An instructive lecture made the pioneers “come 
alive.” Fascinating displays and exhibits will long remain in 
the children’s memories, as will the movie reenacting the life 
in early Salem. Such an excursion satisfies the child’s natural 
curiosity to a degree but often such a trip stimulates the desire 
to inquire further and thus reading research is encouraged. 


A visit to the Science Museum helped the children to better 
understand some of the inventions modern science has made 
possible. They enjoyed the visit to the planetarium which helped 
them visualize the positions and relationship of the sun, moon, 
stars, and planets to our earth. 

Many childhood questions were scientifically answered. 
Such questions were: What causes day and night? How far 
away from the earth is the sun? How far away is the next near- 
est star? What causes Saturn to have rings? 

Other answers were given to such questions as: Are there 
poisonous snakes in New England? What are they? Are snakes 
slimy? Can porcupines throw their quills? Can owls really see 
in the dark? 

Having this museum experience actually helped the boys 
and girls to better understand the world in which they find them- 
selves. 


The thought was brought out, too, that great possibilities 
exist for the future, if man learns through peaceful means that 
atomic energy used constructively can produce a world fitted to 
individual needs and happiness for all. 


Two of the fifth grade classes visited the Lexington Battle 
Green. This made history really live for the boys and the girls 
who had read of the events leading to the stand of the Minutemen 
in behalf of liberty. Traveling over the same route the British 
traveled to Concord Bridge and back, the children more fully 
realized that the colonists risked everything for the cause of 
freedom. 

We feel sure that Se aiian such excursions and the use of a 
variety of visual aids our program in science, history, and geog: 
Faphy has been enriched and strengthened. 

ALICE FERNOW 
Supervisor of Elementary Education 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL ART DEPARTMENT 


Art Is Creative 
The two Art Teachers in the Stoneham Public Schools are 
aware of their great opportunity and responsibility of explain- 
ing to the children of all ages the meaning of creative art and 
its indispensable place in the lives of every pupil. 

We try to put ourselves, as teachers, in ‘the place of the 
children, observing their needs and desires and offering art 
expressions on their level of experience. 

Children’s great desire for action coupled with their sense 
of curiosity and great imagination, as well as their need for 
recognition, are forces which help to make creative expressions 
most enjoyable to them. 

Elementary Program 

Small children are always looking for ways of expressing 
their ideas. We help them to find a language equal to their needs. 
They draw and paint for the love of it and their work is free, 
bold, and colorful. If adults refrain from making fun of their 
work or imposing ideas upon them, children will keep this 
Spontaneous reaction to all of their experiences for years and 
will express them willingly and beautifully, improving with 
practice. 

The greatest resource is within the child. Home environ- 
ment, neighborhood and school surroundings, community ac- 
tivities, field trips to places of interest such as fire station, the 
zoo, etc. give genuine inspiration for different forms of creative 
expression. Little children in their drawings always show them- 
Selves as active participants in each of these situations. This 
furnishes a way to know each child better and assures a per- 
sonal approach to teaching. 

Integration takes place with social studies, music, health, 
safety and reading of all kinds. The seasons and holidays inspire 
original sketches and the making of colorful decorations in the 
classrooms. 

We look for and are glad to find pupils’ art work being used 
tnroughut all of the buildings in town for everyone to enjoy. 


Staff Change 
We have missed Miss Harrington this year, who success- 
fully taught many of the Junior High School Art classes for 
two years, giving generously of her time and efforts for the 
education of our pupils in Stoneham. After her resignation, this 
place on the faculty was filled by Miss Virginia Gunter. 


Junior-Senior High School Program 
In the Junior and Senior High School the number of school 
activities in which art can and does contribute is legion. 
Many people are unaware of the fact that most students have 
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only one double period each week for art, while most other 
classes meet daily. This necessarily limits the amount of work 
that can be accomplished each year. 

Art helps to vitalize the students’ school, home and commun- 
ity activities. In so doing they necessarily make discoveries, 
experiment with many new materials, finding possibilities for 
further study and enjoyment. Their work in drawing, painting, 
and crafts produces not only skill and appreciation but an inner 
feeling of satisfaction and relaxation much needed in the world 
today. . 

(May I say at this point that the extremely crowded condi- 
tions in the Junior and Senior High School create most difficult 
physical problems in teaching art. There are three periods every 
week this year when two art teachers have to carry on two sepa- 
ate classes in the same room at the same time. Storage space is 
inadequate for so many students. An ample place in which to 
teach crafts is very much needed, also. 

Ceramics, leather and silver work, block printing, paper 
sculpture and textile painting have been taught. After a study 
of the laws of good design, students make their own original 
designs and apply them to useful objects for themselves or to 
use as gifts. 

Posters have been made for all games and plays, Education 
Week, health and safety, and P-T-A activities. A poster contest 
was held in cooperation with the American Legion Auxiliary 
to benefit war veterans and both local and state prizes were won 
by students here. Posters have also been made to help the Red 
Cross, Jimmy Fund, etc. 

Field trips were taken for sketching out of doors, and for 
visiting art galleries and schools. 

Moving pictures of the works of great artists of this and 
other countries have been shown as well as examples of good 
taste in various forms of hand crafts. Kodachrome slides per- 
taining to good composition, color harmony, seasons and local 
interest to pupils have been shown on the screen as an introduc- 
tion to their lessons in creating original illustrations in media 
such as water colors, pastels, poster paint, pencil crayon, or 
pen and ink. 

The Winter Carnival Ball, with its lighting, extensive decora- 
tions and ceremonies each year, is a very good example of how 
the work of the Art Department is integrated with that of all 
other departments of the school to carry out a happy, spectacu- 

lar, and financially successful high school event. 


Extra Curricular Activities 


During the school year, many art activities connected with 
other school programs have been carried out, such as flower 
arrangements for teachers’ meetings, Parent-Teacher meetings, 
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council gatherings, and receptions. Posters have been made for 
the Athletic Association, Parent-Teacher Association, senior 
play, school fairs, Poppy Day, and Clean Up Week. Stage set- 
tings have been created for elementary school plays, the Carni- 
val Ball, and Memorial Day decorations. The senior banquet and 
graduation decorative arrangements are a part of the Art De- 
partment’s work. | 

Art is woven inseparably into every part of our pupils’ 
education, making for happier living. 

May I take this opportunity to sincerely thank the School 
Committee, our superintendent, teachers, office force, and main- 
tenance employees for their advice, thoughtfulness, and con- 
structive help on so many occasions this year. 

Respectfully submitted 
ELEANOR M. BAKER 
Art Supervisor 

REPORT OF PUBLIC SCHOOL MUSIC 

Music education in the elementary schools emphasizes music 
education for all. A program of singing, listening, playing, creat- 
ing and dancing experiences contribute to the musical growth 
of every child. 

In the second grades, in all of our elementary schools, we 
introduce the rhythm band which is good for group instrumental 
instruction before children are advanced in sight reading. 

As an experiment, we started a Song Flute ensemble in one 
of our third grades with gratifying results. Fun with such an 
exploratory instrument helps students to learn to count various 
rhythms, learn the names of the notes, learn fingering and sight 
reading. By the end of the year the children were playing in 
two and three part harmony. This year all of our third grades 
will be learning to play this instrument giving them a better. 
understanding of music by teaching ear training, sight reading 
more quickly and interestingly. Children in our schools partici- 
pate in all types of programs during the year such as operettas, 
Parent-Teacher programs, etc. We are not training musicians, 
although provisions are made for the talented children, but 
rather training children to enjoy music and thereby enrich their 
lives with good music. 

.The seventh grade music class is a general music class in- 
cluding a wide variety of activities: 

1. singing 

2. listening with emphasis on music (mood and emotional 
content) | 

3. rhythmic activities 

4. creative activities | eae 

5. use of orchestral and band instruments to accompany 
Singing fc a at 
This class meets once a week. 
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The Junior High chorus is elective to pupils in grade eight 
and nine and meets once a week. Because of a large enrollment 
these last two years, this chorus has been divided into two 
sections with each section having chorus for only one-half of 
the year. . 

The Junior High Choir is elective for girls in grades eight 
and nine and prepares them for programs, assemblies and par- 
ticipation in the Northeastern Massachusetts Music Festival 
which will be held in Lexington in May, 1954. 

The Senior High Girls’ Glee Club is directed by Mrs. Gilda 
Wipperman and the Boys’ Glee Club by Mr. Alfred Todaro. 
These two clubs combine to perform for such activities as the 
Carnival Ball, Spring Concert, and Graduation. From these 
groups each year we send pupils to the All-State Music Festival 
to become members of the All-State Chorus. The festival was 
held in Springfield, Massachusetts in February, 1953. During 
the last two years a girls’ octet has been functioning. This year 
we are organizing a boys’ group which will be similar to the 
octet and will combine with them for special programs. 


Instrumental Music 

Instrumental instruction is introduced in grade three and 
continues through high school. For the first time we were for- 
tunate in having a full-time instrumental instructor, Mr. Aus- 
tin Ledwith, who organized class instruction in woodwind, brass, 
and percussion instruments and also organized the band in 
each elementary school. These groups combined to form the 
Elementary School Band and participated at the Parent-Teacher 
meeting in’ April and also the Memorial Day Parade. 

At present, there are 76 pupils taking advantage of our 
class instruction program. 

‘Mr. Harold Sawyer is the instructor of the stringed instru- 
ments. We have about thirty children taking class instruction 
in violin. Plans are being made to organize an elementary 
school orchestra for the first time. 

Mr. Alfred Todaro was appointed instrumental instructor in 
September, 1953 to replace Mr. Austin Ledwith who resigned. 
We are proud of the progress of our High School Band and of 
its fine showing at the high school games. 

Since November 1953 private instruction has been offered 
on Saturday mornings in the brass, woodwind, percussion and 
stringed instruments, which we know will better prepare our 
pupils for the orchestra and band. 

The Junior-Senior High School Orchestra performed very 
admirably at the Senior Play under the fine leadership of Mr. 
Rolland Tapley. 


GILDA WIPPERMAN 
Supervisor 
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REPORT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION 


One of the main purposes of physical edueation in tae 
schools is to assist in providing a medium for the normal growth 
and natural development of each child. 

Participation is desirable and acceptable in Programs of 
health, physical, and recreational activities and is the best known 
way of improving and maintaining both physical and mental 
health. The development of strength, vigor, stamina, vitality and 
neuromuscular coordination is an important part of the modern 
physical educational program. In addition to the above aims we 
must recognize that skills in physical education activities are 
basic and extremely important to the results obtained in the 
social, emotional development of the child. A lack of skill in 
physical activities results not only in lack of interest but also 
a tendency to withdraw from participation. A lack of skills 
which causes a child to withdraw from normal group participa- 
tion often results in undesirable social and emotional reactions. 
Waiting until a child enters high sehool to participate in a 
physical education program is too late for maximum develop- 
ment. It is highly important that basie training in recreational 
skills begin early in the elementary school, as the chances of 
developing each child properly diminish as the child progresses 
through the elementary and secondary school. This fact has 
been generally recognized and accepted for many years but 
very little has been done about it. Our program in physical edu- 
cation has put increasing emphasis on the development of 
acceptable physical education programs in our elementary 
schools. Suggestions have been given for the organization of 
the program, methods of teaching specific skills and games. 
Areas of instruction including games, rhythms, stunts and self- 
activities have been taught. A sound program of physical ac- 
tivities to be well balanced must contain all three areas of in- 
struction. 

The selection of material for each grade level has used tne 
following bases for selection of activities: 

1. Activities should be suited to the ages, concerns, ana 
needs of children 

2. Activities should be interesting, meaningful to child 

3. Activities should provide wide participation 

4. Activities should develop organic vitality 

5. Activities should have possibilities of developing whole- 
some attitudes toward victory and defeat 

6. Activities should have social and physical possibilities 

7. Activities should have satisfaction in accomplishment 


8. Activities should develop skills and tastes that have 
future as well as present values 
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In planning our grade school physical activities we have 
also considered fundamental principles underlying our program, 
and very important child growth development, recognizing that 
individual capacities are influenced by experiences, resources, 
and guidance. We must provide a program of accepted maturity 
patterns for boys and girls at specified ages. (Example: Lead-up 
games and skills; not football.) 


In appraising our program to determine its values and 
worths we use certain general evaluations, also specific ones at 
each age level. 

General Evaluations 

1. Does the program of physical education offer to par- 
ticipants opportunities for success, happiness and satisfaction? 

2. Does the program include vigorous activities using 
games, skills, rhythms, stunts and self-testing? 

3. Does the program provide opportunities for the develop: 
ing of the best patterns of behavior? 


4. Does the program teach habits of safety? A few ex- 
amples of specific evaluation: 


Six-year old child: 


Is he learning to share equipment? 

Is he learning to wait his turn in games? 

Has he learned to play harmoniously with other children? 

Can he participate in small groups? 

Does he understand safety rules in games? 

Can he run, skip, walk, march and gallop to music? 

Can he dance a simple folk dance, and can he perform 
simple stunts? 


Specific activities of nine and ten year old child: 


1. Is there growth in the following social learnings? As- 
suming responsibility as a member of a team, acting as captain 
or an jimpire. 

2. Has the child developed sufficient knowledge and skill 
to enjoy lead-up team games? 

3. In games, is he beginning to display good sportsman- 
ship? 

4. Does he show some skill in kicking or dribbling a soccer 
ball? throwing and passing a basketball? throwing and batting 
a softball? 

5. Can he dance in rhythm, square and folk dances with 
his group? 

6. Can he perform stunts and tumbling with some skill 
and balance showing strength, stamina, and coordination? 

7. Can he accept without argument an umpire’s or an 
official’s decision? 
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In this report I have only emphasized the planning and © 
thinking behind the elementary grade program for it is in this 
area where the foundation and ground work for proper physical 
growth and development will benefit our children most. 

Seay VERA C. LAWSON 
Supervisor 


REPORT OF SCHOOL HEALTH PERSONNEL . 


During the present decade, the definition of health has taken 
on a broader meaning. Health means not only absence of dis- 
ease, but mental, emotional, and social well-being as well. It is 
the aim of the School Health Program of Stoneham Public 
Schools to provide an environment that will induce optimal 
heajth. 

Program Of Mental Health -w 


Dr. Er Chang Ping of Reading joined the staff in November 
1952 to add his:services as mental health consultant, and thereby 
has caused the program to better meet its goal of total health 
facilities.. People ask, “What type of child warrants Dr. Ping’s 
observation? There are no mentally ill children in Stoneham, 
are there?” A good health program sets its sights at preventive 
care. Children who exhibit any of the following problems can 
use help to make adjustment to school and every day life an 
easier experience: 


“1. Children who show signs of nervousness. These indica- 
tions may be in the form of: 


a. restlessness—inability to sit still and make applica- 
tion to studies 
blinking or twitching 
nail biting or thumb sucking 
frontal headaches 
persistent stomach ache 
excessive perspiration 
general weakness 
infantile speech, stuttering, stammering 
persistent day dreaming 
. bed wetting 
2. Children who are docile, overstudious, withdrawing 
3. Children who are over-aggressive and domineering 
4. Children who resist authority continually and do not 
learn from previous experiences. 
5. Children who test to show good scholastic ability but 
who do unsatisfactory school work 
6. Children who are unhappy and depressed 
7. Children who lack appreciation of property (stealing) 


8. Children who are over-excitable and are unable to con- 
trol emotions 


or Po ho an oF 
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9. Children who lack self-confidence, show self-denial, or 
self-censure | 

Anyone of these problems within a child is likely to make 
life uncomfortable for him at home and in school. 

How does the program work? The child and his problem are 
made known to the school nurse by either the teacher, principal, 
elementary supervisor, parents, or family physician. The nurse 
then sees the child, parent, and teacher. With the approval of 
the parents, Dr. Ping examines the child and interviews one or 
both parents. Considering the information concerning the child, 
physical and emotional findings, and the interview, Dr. Ping 
then offers his opinion regarding the problem as to its serious- 
ness and what the family and school may do to help. If further 
treatment is indicated, parents are asked to consult their family 
physician for advice in securing psychiatric care by a psychia- 
trist or clinic. The classroom teacher is informed as to what 
he or she may do to help the child in the classroom relationship. 

Dr. Ping examined eighty children. Further mental health 
supervision was recommended for 36 of these children. Twenty 
of these children were placed under care. We feel that these 
results are good and hopeful. The discrepency in the number 
suggested for care and the number actually receiving care is 
expected. It is an indication of the fact that many people are 
not yet ready to accept the idea that physical and mental health 
are part of the whole being, that emotional disturbance warrants 
the same consideration and care as does an acutely inflamed 
appendix if children are to achieve a healthy relationship in 
society now and in adult life. Any defect is more easily remedied 
during the formative years of growth. Prevention of serious 
emotional maladjustment is the keynote. No human being goes 
through life without encountering problems to hurdle. It is the 
function of any school system to help to prepare each individual 
to mect life situations to the best of his or her ability. 

One child was discovered to be mentally ill; that is, unable 
to cope with school and family relationships. This child is now 
receiving treatment in a mental hospital. 

This mental health program, still in its embryo stage, has 
already given help to many children and their families. We hope 
that it will continue to show its effectiveness and necessity to 
a well-rounded School Health Program. 


, Physical Examinations 


Dr. Henry Leavitt gave physical examinations to 1,047 
pupils, almost half of the school enrollment. This number in- 
cludes all pupils in grades 1, 5, 8, and 11, all of those participat- 
ing in competitive sports, children with known health problems, 
new pupils, and 11 pre-school youngsters. Approximately 75 were 
examined by their own family physicians. This practice is en- 
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couraged because the family doctor has a much more complete 
‘picture of the health of the child, placed in the perspective of 
past history and the total family. 

One hundred eighty-three parents attended the physical 
examinations. This practice is important because parents are 
either reassured as to the physical condition of their child or 
in the case of finding a defect, obtain a better understanding 
.of the need for further care, and more adequate follow-up of 
recommendations ensues. 


Pre-School Program 

When parents register their children for first grade in May, 
‘they also give a health summary of the child to the nurse which 
umeans the child is already known when he enters school and 
any significant facts may be interpreted to the teacher for help 
-or observation. Parents were encouraged to have the child ex- 
‘amined by their own doctor before September. As a result, two- 
‘thirds of these first graders came to school with complete his- 
tories. In many cases, defects were placed under care which 
‘means that the child was better prepared to start school and 
stake full advantage of its opportunities. 


Vision Testing 
The Massachusetts Vision Test was given to 1180 pupils 
-by Mrs. Anna Herron, a former teacher, specially trained for 
.administration of this excellent screening test. Two hundred 
forty-two failed the test. One hundred eighteen of these children 
.are known to have received further observation by eye special- 
ists. 


Immunization Program 


Through the immunization program of the Board of Health, 
‘Supervised by Mrs. Edith Hersam, R.N., ten first graders received 
complete immunization against Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, 
and Tetanus (3 doses) and 77 (about one-fourth of the first 
‘graders) received “Booster” injections. The remaining three- 
fourths were cared for ‘by the family doctors. There is a danger- 
ous tendency to pass over the great need for complete preven- 
‘tion of Diphtheria by inoculation because the public hears little 
‘or nothing about this ravaging disease. It should be known that 
eighteen cases were reported in Massachusetts in 1952 and 
twenty-four cases are recorded for 1953 as of October 1. There 
were no deaths recorded in this state, but we must not forget 
that only fifty years ago the death rate was 55.9 per 100,000 
population. This great victory over Diphtheria has been achieved 
only through the use of antitoxin. This good record will con- 
tinue only if all parents have all of their children immunized 
preferably during the first year of life. These triple inoculations 
‘contain a prevention against whooping cough as well. The fact 
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still faces us that more babies under two years succumb to this 
disease than any other infection. 
In-Service Program For Nurses 

Each of nineteen senior students from the New England 
Sanitarium and Hospital spent two days observing the functions 
of the School Health Program first hand. They were acquainted 
with all health services in Stoneham and gleaned a pleasing 
picture of the well child in his growth and development. 


Dental Health 

The Board of Health has made possible another improve- 
ment to the program. Mrs. Phyllis Lovering, dental hygienist, 
examined the dental health of all pupils in grades one through 
Six, and recommended treatment to parents where necessary. 
Under Mrs. Lovering’s supervision, about 400 children attended 
Forsyth Dental Clinic in Boston for cleanings at the nominal 
cost of $.75 which included transportation. Many other children 
attended this excellent clinic for fillings and extractions. We are 
fortunate to have these services because of the health educa- 
tion and expert dental care they make available to children who 
need it and in some cases would go without. 

Home Visits 

Two hundred seventy-four visits to homes were made during 
the year. These visits serve to help interpret health problems and 
needs to parents; to aid families in planning for health care; to 
help in obtaining financial aid when necessary; and to offer 
health education. The nurse, also, is able to bring back to the 
teacher a knowledge of home conditions which frequently makes 
it possible for him or her to deal more easily and effectively 
with individual children. 

It is the combined efforts of parents, teachers, and the total 
school personnel which make the School Health Program an 
effective service to the children and the community. In behalf 
of Dr. Leavitt, Dr. Ping, and myself, I thank each and every 
person for sincere and understanding cooperation. 

DOROTHY I. MILLER, R.N. 


REPORT OF SUPERVISOR OF ATTENDANCE 


I submit the following report of attendance for the year 
1953. I have made 68 calls on report of Principals of all schools 
and 35 follow-up calls, making a total of 103 for the year. 

Of these cases there has been no criminal or court cases. 
The attendance record of the Public Schools of Stoneham is very 
good compared to the neighboring towns. 

Respectfully submitted 
KENNETH MacKENZIE 
Attendance Officer 
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REPORT OF HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 


To properly establish and maintain an adequate prograin 
of studies in the high school, all members of the staff, as weil 
as the administration, must have clearly defined aims and pur- 
poses. These purposes must be determined by a study of the 
needs of the young people who are in our high school. 

The educational needs of the youth in the community were 
recently stated by the National Committee on Secondary School 
Standards as follows: 

1. They need to learn to live with others. _ 

2. They need to achieve and maintain sound mental and 

. physical health. 
3. They need to learn to live in their natural and scientific 
environment. é 

4. They need sound guidance. 

5. They need to learn to think logically and express them- 

selves clearly. 

6. They need to prepare for work, further education, or 

for both. 

7. They need to learn to use their leisure well. 

8. They need to learn to live aesthetically. 

Time and space does not permit a detailed expression or 
our particular philosophy at Stoneham High School as it relates 
to the several fields of endeavor except to say that it is based 
on the meeting of these specific needs. The attainment of these 
objectives has been somewhat curtailed in certain areas by the 
limited physical facilities at our disposal, but even with this 
handicap we are proud of our achievement and have been able 
to hold our position and even to meet the expanding require- 
ments necessary to be properly accredited; sending our young 
people on to colleges, technical schools, and into business and 
industry. These young people have given an excellent account 
of themselves in all areas and have brought continuing com- 
mendation to themselves and the staff which has prepared them. 


The desired development and expansion of a few areas 
which have been curtailed will go forward with the new building 
now in process of construction. 

The health and physical education program will more near- 
ly meet our needs with the provision of gymnasium and athletic 
facilities, a health unit for the school nurse, a proper cafeteria 
for the preparation and serving of food in clean and attractive 
surroundings, classroom and other facilities properly lighted 
and ventilated to house a growing school population, and sani- 
tary toilet facilities for both boys and girls, 


The need for proper guidance, which becomes increasingly 
important today with the demands upon our society for proper 
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training and placement, will be facilitated by the provision of 
adequate rooms for testing, counselling, and the maintenance 
of records which are an absolute necessity. 

The need for the development of speech arts, dramatics, 
music and the fine arts, will be adequately cared for by the pro- 
vision of a fine auditorium, special room for classes in speech 
arts, a drawing room, special sound proof music areas with in- 
dividual practice rooms. 

The need for preparation for work will be given facilities 
in the new industrial arts center of the building. This is one 
area that has been almost completely lacking in the old building. 

The need for learning to live in ones natural and scientific 
environment will find facilities in a science suite, beautifully 
adequate, containing laboratories for biology, physics, chemis- 
try, and general science. 

The above mentioned areas will make possible activities 
which were absent or greatly restricted before. All other phases 
of our program will continue with renewed vigor because of the 
beauty and completeness of the new facilities. We look to the 
future for Stoneham High School with enthusiastic anticipation. 


While the new building is long overdue and we are planning 
already for the desired changes, the program of the school must 
go forward. There is no standing still and we are, as always, 
laboring toward perfection in the job that is ours today. A con- 
tinuing study of the curricula brings improvements and refine- 
ments in all our teachings. New needs are met by the introduc- 
tion of tried and tested techniques and activities. 

The music program has been expanded by the enlargement 
of the high school band. 

A chapter of the National Honor Society has been inaugu- 
rated, which should be a help in the encouragement of high 
scholastic standing. 

The winning of the Freedom’s Foundation Award in citizen- 
ship, a national honor, by our students last year is evidence of 
the fine work being done in social studies and speech. Credit 
for this activity should be given to Miss Finn, head of the de- 
partment of English, and Miss Dalton, teacher of civics in the 
junior high school. 

_An exchange program in city and town government, under 
the direction of Mr. Thibodeau, last year and repeated again 
this year has proven to be one of our finest activities for the 
teaching and practice of citizenship. 

The driver education program, under the direction of Mr. 
Lamson, now in. its. third year has prepared more than seventy 
young people to be good citizen drivers. The allowance of reduc: 
tion in registration costs to the family where young peple have 
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had this training has created a demand which can only be met 
by increasing the teacher time allowed. 

The installation of folding tables in our gymnasium and . 
the remodeling of the old serving room has been of great help 
in the conduct of our lunch periods. : 

The program in home management with a unit in home 
nursing and child care, while cramped for facilities, has provid- 
ed our senior girls with a much desired program. Many last 
year were able to qualify for the coveted Red Cross home nurs- 
ing certificate. 

Individual reports attached show the remarkable accom- 
plishments of the English Department, the social studies de- 
partment, the work in guidance, the athletic department, and 
the program in driver education. If space permits, I hope these 
may be published, at least in part. 

The faculty at the high school welcomes you, Mr. Heath. 
The short time you have been with us has been a pleasant as- 
sociation and we look forward to many happy experiences to- 
gether in our service to the young people of Stoneham. 

Respectfully submitted 
WILLIAM (M. NADEAU 
Principal 


REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


‘The good teacher,’ Bernard De Voto has said, “is one 
who knows his subject well, but who is concerned not only with 
his subject but with the processes of thought. He is an enthusi- 
ast with a tremendous urge to teach. He has a reverence for 
learning, a personal concern for his students, and a social con- 
sciousness that brings his material into relation with the actual 
lives of his students.” He realizes it is the intellect that enables 
his students to be fully human, to act with maturity, and to 
make decisions. Since the intellect is concerned with the com- 
prehension and communication of ideas, the responsibility of the 
teacher of English in contributing to the intellectual growth of 
his students is most important. 


Eleven teachers of English, during the past year, teaching 
over nine hundred students in thirty-four English classes from 
grades seven through twelve strove to fulfill the responsibility 
stressed by De Vioto. Much good work was accomplished in the 
study, daily effort to encourage students to use their potential 
abilities, different as they are, and to incite them to achieve 
satisfaction from work well done. It is a pleasure to commend 
those teachers in the Stoneham High Schol Department of Eng: 
lish for their conscientious work, their cooperative spirit, and 
their praiseworthy achievement. i 
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The procedure for facilitating cooperative efforts within 
the department have already been established. An organization 
meeting was held in October for the distribution of department 
folders; for discussion of objectives for the year; for considera- 
tion of long-range plans and work coverage reports; for recog- 
nition of common problems and ways of solving them; for mu- 
tual agreement on plans and forms to be used in the depart- 
ment; and for exchange of opinions and ideas. Individual con- 
ferences with teachers followed throughout the year. Confer- 
ences were held with new teachers frequently in the fall; with 
small groups of teachers during the year for decisions about 
contests and specific problems; and with each member of the 
department before materials and books were chosen for the 
ensuing year. New teachers were visited in their classrooms at 
intervals during the year to offer them help, encouragement, 
and commendation. 

Selection and distribution of books and materials is an 1m- 
portant part of supervisory responsibility in the department. 
Suggestions and recommendations of, teachers are always care- 
fully considered. In Stoneham, we are fortunate in having ad- 
ministrators who are interested and eager to provide every 
iueans possible for enriching the English curriculum. We, there- 
fore, provided this year in junior high school some anthologies, 
dictionaries, and composition textbooks which, after earlier 
examination and experimental use with classes, proved true 
the recommendations of the National Council of the Teachers 
of English—likewise, in senior high school we ‘added texts tor 
enrichment that included the best of the old and the best of the 
new. in literature and composition. Moreover, we made use of 
modern devices such as the tape recorder, public address sys- 
tem, films, and recordings. 

Our testing program, in addition to tests devised by teach- 
ers, included several standard tests. In the English Cooperative 
Tests, our classes ranked above the national average. College 
Entrance Composition Tests and Purdue Placement Tests were 
used with senior college students who later did creditably in 
the College Entrance Examinations. Likewise, senior business 
students were prepared for the future work with sample Civil 
Service and Clerical Tests. Moreover, boys interested in military 
service were given aptitude and language tests from sample 
tests obtained for that purpose by the department. Tenth and 
twelfth grade non-college groups were also tested by Boston 
University. 

Some of the special activities and achievements of the past 
year may be of interest. Several hundred books for personal 
book shelves were purchased by students from grades seven 
through twelve from the Teen Age Book Club. “Junior High- 
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lights,” a junior high school paper was published under the 
direction of Miss Alice Garabedian; a class newSpaper, by the 
students of Mr. Joseph Condon; and “The Torch,” the senior 
yearbook, under direction of ‘Miss Ruth Finn. Stoneham students, 
participating in several contests, brought honors to the school; 
two seniors won monetary prizes for essays on “The Private - 
Practice of Medicine” in a contest sponsored by the Middlesex 
County Medical Association; a junior boy wor,a typewriter for 
his essay, “I Like America,” in a contest sponsored by the Bos- 
ton Herald; and Stoneham High School won a Freedom Library 
Award and medal given by the National Freedoms Foundation. 


(Moreover, students were given experience in other forms 
of language arts allied to school and community interests. In 
the fall, a sophomore represented Stoneham in the Red Feather 
Speech Contest and later in the American Legion Oratorical 
Contest; speech classes presented ‘Christmas programs for 
junior high classes, for a high school assembly, and for two 
Stoneham homes for the aged. In February a patriotic program 
was given by the speech classes for the high school and for 
the Stoneham American Legion Auxiliary. Students broadcast 
sports announcements for the Parent-Teacher Association Open 
House in November and for home rooms during the sports sea- 
sons. In November the seniors, under the direction of Mrs. Vera 
Curley presented the successful senior play, “Too Young, Too 
Old.” ‘Working with other departments and teachers, students 
participated in the Winter Carnival Pageant, Memorial Day 
Program, and graduation exercises. Altogether, such activities 
represent good integration of language, arts, activities and civic 
responsibilities. 

Each teacher in the Stoneham High School Department of 
English, during the past year, made a contribution to his stu- — 
dents whom he motivated to such truth through intellectual 
curiosity and to express. ideas logically and honestly. America 
needs citizens who appreciate the accumulation of the wisdom 
of the past, the opportunities of the present, and the challenge 
of the future. May it be said that our students are prepared by 
discipline of the mind and development of the spirit to take 
their place in society. e . 

RUTH G. FINN 
Head of the Department of English 


REPORT OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 


I herewith submit my annual report as Head of the Social 
Studies Department of Stoneham High School for the school 
year of 1953. | 


The principal problems connected with the Social Studies 
have frequently been divided into six general areas. 
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1. Decide upon the objectives for which social studies will 
be taught. 


2. Construct courses which will attain these objectives. 


3. Select and arrange the necessary materials for use in 

in these courses. 

4. Determine what methods shall be used. 

5. Prepare teachers to administer the courses established. 

6. Evaluate the entire program. 

Long range plans, the testing program and meetings with 
the teachers have tried to carry out such a program. Each of 
these six fields is being and has been carefully studied, but cer- 
tain areas have progressed much further toward a satisfactory 
solution than others. 

Materials for teaching are constantly being improved. Par- 
ticularly noteworthy are the new source books that are appear- 
ing. Visual and auditory aids such as maps, moving pictures, 
television and radio programs are constantly being improved. 
Of these, much use has been made. 

Activity is assuming its proper place in method and prin- 
ciples of democratic classroom procedure have been agreed 
upon, even though actua] performance lags behind our knowl- 
edge of what do do. 


The department has tried to contribute to each pupil the 
following: 

1. Knowledge of the community, state, nation and world. 

2. An inspiration of social ideals. 

3. Training in methods of work. 

4. A practice of living citizenship. 

KNOWLEDGE: Knowledge is power. The citizen of a 
democracy must be well informed (and keep himself currently 
informed) about affairs. This has helped the pupil to a greater 
appreciation of the modern system of justice. He has learned 
how modern justice evolved only after centuries of struggle. 

SOCIAL IDEALS: The great ideals of American Democracy 
are clearly stated in the Declaration of Independence—“Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. It is to secure these rights 
(that) governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed.” All teachers 
have stressed the need of an appreciation of these ideals and of 
guarding them zealously lest they be lost. 

METHOD OF WORK: The citizen of a democracy is a ruler 
of his country and as such must be able to think constructively 
about social problems. This ability depends on the acquisition 
and methods of work. We have tried to give knowledge of 
sources of information and how they are to be used. Much time 
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and effort has been utilized to get pupils to read with under- 
standing and to present conclusions effectively orally and in 
writing. 

PRACTICE OF LIVING CITIZENSHIP: Election of home 
room, class, student government, and athletic officials has of- 
fered each pupil to be a living citizen. Participation in school 
and town activities has enabled’ many to have an opportunity 
to assume civic responsibility. 

Some of the noteworthy illustrations of what we have done 
to carry out the above work are the following: 

Last year a school-wide campaign was-made on Tolerance 
with much emphasis given in the English Department under its 
able head, Miss Ruth G. Finn, and in’ the Social Studies Depart- 
ment. Miss Bettina Dalton in her ninth grade civics classes 
developed the phase of “Living Citizenship”. A study was made 
of School Polls and of town, state, and national elections. Note- 
books were made by each pupil on Eisenhower and Stevenson. 
At the conclusion of the study, a report of the work accom- 
plished together with pupil material was assembled and sent to 
Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge. To recognize schools 
which are doing exceptional jobs in teaching the fundamentals 
of the American Way of Life, Freedoms Foundation offers an- 
nuai awards. Because of the fine work of Miss Dalton and her 
classes the school was awarded a freedom library which in- 
cludes books, maps and charts. The department offers its thanks 
and congratulations to them for this fine work. 


The Massachusetts Department of Education under the di- 
rection of Mr. Thomas J. Curtin, Director of American Citizen- 
ship sponsored an exchange program of city and town students. 
It was conducted to give students from the towns a better un- 
derstanding of city government, and at the same time to give the 
city students an opportunity to study the town form of govern- 
ment. 


Stoneham High School was guest to a group of six girls 
frm Dorchester High School for Girls on Monday, March 9, 
1953. After being welcomed at the high school, the guests visit- 
ed the various classrooms. In the afternoon the group with six 
students from Stoneham High School visited the Town Hall 
Where town officials explained the working of town govern- 
ment. The group then made a tour of the E. L. Patch Labora- 
tories and Barbo’s Furniture Store. 


The exchange was continued on Monday, March 16, 1953 
where the Stoneham group visited Dorchester. Here they were 
greeted and they visited the various departments. After a visit 
to the Old South Meeting House they were the luncheon guests 
of Mayor Hynes of Boston. A visit was made to Boston’s City 
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Hall where Mr. Francis X. Ahern explained the function and 
duties of the council and Mayor Hynes. 

That same evening, the entire group attended our Town 
Meeting. The meeting impressed all as being a real democracy, 
working as a democracy should. The whole exchange program 
was a novel and highly educational experience. It accomplished 
a closer unity between the city and town students, a unity which 
is necessary if our country is to function as the successful 
democracy it has always been. 

On September 17, 1953 the department observed ‘“Citizen- 
ship Day” as requested by the Massachusetts Department of 
Education. The main thing considered was “What price freedom 
for our educational opportunities?” 

Among the various aspects developed in different classes 
were the following: 

a. What the school does for the town of Stoneham and 

for the pupil individually and collectively. 

b. Cost of education per pupil compared with private school 
tuition. 

Cost of education versus luxury items. 

Benefits of a Democracy. 

Privileges of students as citizens. 

Obligations that go with privileges in a democracy 
where freedom allows pursuit of ambition. 

g. Duties of a citizen. 

Much fine work was done, especially by the teachers of 
Civics in the ninth grade. 

In Consumer Education much fine work along every day 
living has been done. Mr. Frank Driscoll has done an outstand- 
ing job in setting tp this course and in carrying it out. The 
course offers a study of all types of Insurance, Income Tax 
Money (the purchasing power of a dollar etc.) the cost of Living, 
Advertising, Consumer Buying and others. 

In our safety education program fine work has been done. 
Classroom instruction in Driver’s Training has been given by 
Mr. Anthony DeTeso, Mr. Roger Lamson and Mr. Earle T. Thi- 
bodeau which has given the pupils a knowledge and appreciation 
of safety rules and regulations—both as a pedestrian and a 
driver. The actual driving program has been carried out by Mr. 
Lamson. The good work of this course is definitely shown by the 
granting of lower automobile insurance rates to all under 25 
years of age, who have taken such courses. 

It is hoped that the time will come when such a course can 
be offered to the adults of Stoneham as Typewriting, Shorthand, 
and Americanization are being offered in our Evening School. 
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In conclusion, the department feels that it has made prog- 
ress with each pupil in the development of his moral, political 
and social potentialities. 

To the administrators and the School Department we ex- 
press our gratitude for their help in our efforts to make the 
youth of Stoneham the “Torch Bearers” of our democratic way 
of life. 

Respectfully submitted 
EARLE T. THIBODEAU 
Social Studies Depatment 


BUSINESS EDUCATION AND PLACEMENT 

The business education department has been continually 
progressing and keeping up with the ever-changing trends in 
business. This has been shown to us by the number of calls re- 
ceived in the placement office from business houses. The major- 
ity of these calls come from employers who have hired our grad- 
uates and have found them prepared not only in the knowledge 
of business but also prepared for the personal adjustments so 
necessary in business. 

The aim of the business education department is to prepare 
students for positions in which they will be most happy, econom- 
ically secure, and by which they will make proper social adjust- 
ments, become a part of the civic life of the community, and 
realize their responsibilities in life. 

Curriculum 

The subjects taught in the business curriculum are as fol- 

lows: 


English Bookkeeping 
Business Arithmetic Shorthand 
Junior Business Training Typewriting 
General Science © Business Machines 
Biology Business Law 
History Filing 
Civics Penmanship 
Consumer Education Home Management 
Speech Home Economics 


This year an elective subject—retail sales—was offered to 
all business students. With the continued growth of our depart- 
ment, this course could lead to distributive education whereby 
students will have “on-the-job” training while attending school. 
The distributive occupations now take many graduates of the 
business course. 

A course in general clerical training could absorb the stu- 
dents with less ability than is required in the study of the skilled 
Subjects—bookkeeping, shorthand, and typewriting. There is 
a definite need for clerical workers to perform the hundred of 


28 


minor and major clerical jobs that exist in every office. There 
are more than two and a half times as many ‘general clerks as 
there are either bookkeepers or stenographers, therefore the 
job opportunities are at least that much greater. Clerical practice 
is an area of business training that is crystallizing into a clear 
vocational pattern. 

In our curriculum the courses are suited to boys as well 
as girls. However, not enough boys are enrolled in these courses. 
The opportunities for business-trained boys are numerous. To- 
day, when boys are going into the service, they would advance 
more rapidly and would be of vital importance to our defense 
if they had a business training in high school. 

At a meeting of the business teachers, many expressed the 
hope that in the future a foreign language, preferably Spanish, 
could be offered to pupils taking the business courses. 


Field Trips 

In conjunction with the course in Business Law, thirty-five 
students went by bus to Suffolk County Court, where they 
listened to a trial by jury. During the recess, Judge Warner, the 
presiding magistrate, gave a very interesting and instructive ad- 
dress to the students. 

Representatives from the Comptometer School, the Bur- 
roughs School, telephone company, Filene’s, and John Hancock 
gave demonstrations and talks to the students in order to help 
them decide what line of endeavor to follow after graduation. 

Several times during the year, groups of four went in to 
the National Shawmut Bank where they were taken on a tour 
of the building and given instruction in the various positions 
opened to graduates. 

Equipment 

We are fortunate in having the co-operation of the office in 
keeping our equipment in good repair all through the year. We 
have a good replacement plan whereby typewriters are traded 
in every three years. In our business machines room, training 
is given in the comptometer, standard duplicator, calculator, 
mimeograph, ten-key electric adding machine, Ediphone, and 
Audograph. However, the students should have training on the 
electric typewriter if we are to continue along lines of forward 
thinking that the best interests of our pupils may be served. 


Teachers 


We have well-qualified, co-operative teachers, who are not 
Satisfied with minimum results but aim to get the maximum in 
efficiency from the students. The yearly calls for our business 
graduates and the many letters of.commendation from business 
houses reflect the continued confidence of the employers in the 
business training that our teachers are giving to the students in 
Stoneham. , 
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Placement 


The work in placement is not only to find suitable positions 
for our graduates in which they will be happy and able to add. 
to the enrichment of society as a whole, but also to fill the em- 
ployer’s needs with the best qualified worker. That this is what 
is being done is shown by the fact that the demand for both 
part-time and full-time workers was far greater last year than 
our supply. All through the summer, calls come in, offering 
lucrative positions to our graduates. 


Statistics: = 
BUSINESS CURRICULUM, total of 39 students 
37 Working 


1 Studying at a teachers’ college 
1 In armed service 


GENERAL CURRICULUM, total of 56 students 
15 Working 
16 In armed service 
10 In schools 
(A check is being made on the rest of the students.) 


COLLEGE CURRICULUM, total of 47 students 
4 Working 
4 In armed service 
(The rest have signified intentions of going to school, but 
a further check will be made on this.) 


PART-TIME JOBS 
12 Pupils. still in school 
10 Temporary summer positions 
Baby sitters—too numerous to tabulate 
‘Miscellaneous jobs for both boys and girls, such as, dish- 
washing, removing snow, raking leaves, cleaning paint, 
ere. 
: Starting Salary, $35.00 to $40.00. (Average starting salary, 
37.50) 


The work of the placement office neither begins nor ends 
when a girl or boy is placed in a position. ‘As early as September, 
contacts are made with the personnel managers of many busi- 
ness houses in order to have on file the best suitable jobs for 
our graduates. Tests and interviews are arranged for in April. 
In the tests our students come out high not only in the skilled 
subjects but also in the general examinations, 

Periodically, more frequently at first, a check-up with the 
employer is made to see how our graduates are progressing and 
how we can improve our training. Also, a check-up is made with 
the graduate to see if he is happy in the job and, if not, what 
can be done. If necessary, a change of job will be advised. 
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The Placement service is not limited to business students— 
it is for the whole school. 
MARGARET GARVIN 
Business Education and Placement 


REPORT OF SCHOOL LIBRARIAN 
At the inventory taken in the Spring, the library collection 
numbered 3071 volumes. During the year 165 new books were 
added and 124 books discarded or lost. 
Circulation for the year was 7520 volumes of which 4603 
were fiction, 2917 non-fiction. 
At the beginning of the year instruction in the use of 
libraries was given the 7th grade English composition classes. 
New reference books added were “British authors before 
1800,” “British authors of the 19th century,” “Agriculture Year- 
book” and “Life’s ‘Picture History of World War II.” 
MIRIAM N. (MARSH 
Librarian 


REPORT ON SENIOR HIGH GUIDANCE 

The following report will include a resume of the work 
done in the various fields of guidance in the senior high school 
and, for the most part, in the order of occurrence. 

Testing of all new students the day before school opened, 
followed by conferences with Mr. Nadeau for proper grade 
and division placement. 

‘Checking of all pupils who were either not promoted in 
June, were conditioned, or who failed courses. In the case of 
the latter it was necessary to check summer tutoring or repeti- 
tion of courses. 

Figuring the percentiles and medians of the following Co- 
operative achievement tests given in June and scored by Boston 
University: . 

a ‘7th grade mathematics 
b 8th grade social studies 
c 9th grade algebra 

d 10th grade world history 

Recording of intelligence and reading test scores for grades 
9 and 12. 


Summarizing of information gathered from 143 seniors 
concerning their future plans, vocational and educational. 

Early conferences ‘with all seniors to help them with their 
plans. 

Checking up of pupils after each issuance of warning cards 
and making a complete list of failures. 

A careful check up, after the issuance of the first term re- 
port cards, of all pupils who were conditioned or who were re- 
peating subjects. In a few cases changes of courses were made 
or of division in the business course. 
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In December assistance was given to those boys who were 
preparing to take the NROTC examinations and to those girls 
who were planning to take nursing examinations. Arrangements 
were made also for visits to the Lawrence Memorial and Mass- 
achusetts General Hospitals. © 

Starting in December various teachers held afternoon ses- . 
sions to prepare seniors who were planning to take college 
board examiuations in January and March. 


Scholarship information was furnished for seniors in the 
form of a brochure which was completely revised this year. 


Several meetings were arranged between Mr. Campbell of 
the State Vocational Rehabilitation Center and those seniors 
concerned. 

In January the following battery of tests was administered 
to 142 juniors: 

a California Test of Mental Maturity 

b Cooperative Reading Test - 

c Minnesota Paper Form Board (a spatial rela- 
tions test) 

d The Kuder Preference Record (an interest in- 
ventory) 

In February the tests were returned from Boston Univer- 
sity with scaled scores. Percentiles were figured.and results were 
recorded on profile sheets. Conferences then took place with 
every junior whom it was possible to see before the end of 
school. 

The following achievement tests were administered by vari- 
ous teachers in May and June: . 

Solid Geometry 
Trigonometry 
Secondary Mathematics 
Physics 

Chemistry 
Intermediate Algebra 
Geometry 

World History 
American History 
Biology 

7th Grade Mathematics 
9th Grade Algebra 

Early in June teachers handed in such anecdotal records as 
would prove helpful in the proper guidance of pupils. 

In June a final list was made of pupils who were conditioned 
or not promoted. 

Conferences were held with each pupil'who failed continuous 
Subjects to determine what course the pupil would take to cor- 
rect the failure — whether tutoring or repetition. 
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Throughout the year representatives visited us from various 
schools such as Paul Smith College of New York, Chandler, Endi- 
cott, Katharine Gibbs, Lowell Textile and others. Usually con- 
ferences were arranged with interested students. 

Seniors were aided in their plans by speakers brought to 
us by Mr. Roland Darling of Northeastern University. Individual 
conferences following these meetings often proved very help- 
ful, especially in the case of obtaining direct scholarship informa- 
tion. 

The following meetings were attended by the senior guid- 
ance counselor: 

a On September 18 a meeting at Northeastern University 
to hear excerpts of speeches to be given later at Stoneham guid- 
ance assemblies. | 

b On October 3 a meeting of the National Vocational Guid- 
ance Association at Wentworth-by-the-Sea. 

c On October 17 a meeting at the Copley-Plaza of the 
Massachusetts Association of Deans. 

d On (March 21 a meeting at the University Club of the 
Vocational Training Association. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all teachers 
for their fine cooperation and assistance in the rendering of 
guidance services and the administrators for their continuous . 
and invaluable efforts toward a more complete guidance pro- 
gram. 

| Respectfully submitted 

GERTRUDE |(M. CARIELLO 
Senior High Guidance 


DRIVER EDUCATION REPORT 


The Driver Training program is being continued in the 
school year 1953-54. Through the courtesy of A. F. Lane Pontiac 
Company of Franklin Street, in accordance with the pian spon- 
sored by the American Automobile Association, a 1953 Pontiac 
has been turned over to the school department. This makes the 
third consecutive year the program has been offered. 

This program, which is approved by the Registrar of Motor 
Vehicles, provides for both classroom instruction and behind- 
the-wheel training. It is a course which is now offered in a 
majority of high schools throughout the state. Pupils who sat- 
isfactorily complete the course receive diploma credit. If recom- 
mended, they are also permitted to take the regular examina- 
tion for their licenses. This examination is given locally in the 
Driver training car by authorized registry inspectors. 

The course is limited to twenty pupils per half year. Any 
student physically qualified who is sixteen years of age and has 
his parent’s consent is eligible to elect the course, but prefer- 
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ence is given to unlicensed senior and junior class members in- 
that order. i 

Those taking the course receive one period of classroom in- 
struction and approximately forty-five minutes of road driving 
instruction per week for one half of the school year. Most of 
the road training is given outside of the regular school session. 
Students successfully completing the course, receiving licenses, 
and showing eyidence of good driving records, are awarded 
certificates of satisfactory driving by the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles. 

During the school year 1952-1953 a total of forty-one pupils 
were enrolled in the course. 


Number: receiving licenses .i.........+..+ «so buen ye min OO 
Number completing course but failing road test ....... toten tist 
Number completing course but not taking road test ..... ie 
Number not completing course because of leaving for work 1 

Total 41 


Studies made in the states of Wisconsin, Vermont, and Mass- 
achusetts continue to show that in comparable agé groups, ac- 
cident and violation records of drivers who have completed an 
approved course in Driver Training are far better than those 
who have not. With one out of three persons over twenty-one 
driving on our highways, with one out of five owning cars, with 
approximately 38,000 killed on the highways last year, with 
over one million injured, and with millions of dollars worth of 
property damage occurring, safer and better driving is one prac- 
tical and effective way of reducing this toll. Driver training 
courses are helping to do this. Proposed laws offer reduced com- 
pulsory insurance rates to those in ceitain age groups who 
have satisfactorily completed such courses. To produce good 
citizens is a fundamental school objective. Courteous, careful, 
well-trained drivers make better citizens. 

Respectfully submitted 
ROGER W. LAMSON 
Driver Training Instructor 


REPORT OF HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

The Athletic Association in the High School continues serv- 
ing the needs of the students’ athletic program. The extension 
of these services is well-nigh impossible under the present 
budget and revenue, but with the increased school population 
and inflated costs of materials and services the expenditures of 
greater sums is inevitable. 

We have, however, tackled the problem wherever effort was 
fruitable. Perhaps an example of such effort would be of interest 
and well illustrate this point. | 

‘To insure its longer wear and Sanitary condition, our athletic 
equipment needs cleaning and reconditioning. This item alone 


34 


has been totaling approximately $1000 annually, regardless of 
the reconditioning firm dealt with. The school budget has been 
providing $660 per year for this work, and the balance of the 
cost comes from our revenue source, gates receipts. This latter 
revenue is annually lessening and must be spent for all items 
not included under the general headings of “New Equipment” 
and “Police Protection,” for which other sums are provided. The 
largest expenses coming out of our gate receipt revenue are 
Transportation, Officials, and Practice Time for Hockey. This 
revenue, then, can hardly afford the $400 item of SOMOS DONT | 
excess. 

Through the purchase of the newer type cotton-knit football 
pants and nylon-durene jerseys, both of which are easily wash- 
able, instead of the wool and elasticized material formerly used, 
we have made use of the local laundry facilities for cleaning 
and the High School Home Economics Department for repair- 
ing this portion of our equipment at a saving of at least $150 
per year on this one football item alone. 

A continuing effort is being made to effect such economies 
without being “penny wise and pound foolish” in such important 
matters as safety, health, and usefulness. 

My report must include a word of praise for our coaches 
who work under severe handicaps because of the inadequate 
facilities of a crowded school and the difficult schedules our 
neighboring and stronger traditional rivals necessitate. New 
members of our capable coaching staff this year include Miss 
Madeleine Topham, Mr. John Sardella, and Mr. John Fawcett, 
who add much to the efforts of our staff to inculcate true sport- 
ing lessons in the boys and girls in their charge. 

Respectfully submitted 
TIMOTHY C. HIGGINS 
Faculty Manager of Athletics 


Stoneham High School 
Athletic Association Annual Financial Report 


RECEIPTS 
Balance January 1, 1953 $1603.63 
Basketball: 
Game Receipts 353.35 
Girls’ Tournament 45.50 
398.85 
Football: 
Receipts 2074.75 
Guarantees 1625.35 
3700.10 
Miscellaneous 1.00 
Total Receipts $5703.58 
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, PAYMENTS 


Basketball: 


Officials 317.00 
State Armory Rental 130.00 
Transportation 475.50 
Cleaning 36.45 
Miscellaneous 32.98 
e ae ——__—— 991.93 
Ice Hockey: 
Time Rental 526.50 
Skates Sharpened 108.75 
Equipment 25.50 
‘Transportation 40.00 
Miscellaneous . 47.53 nas 
on 748.28 
Baseball: 
Umpires 147.00 
Transportation 219.00 
Miscellaneous 5.25 
371.25 
Football: 
Officials 421.00 
Cleaning 232.95 
Guarantees 350.00 
Transportation 264.00 
Miscellaneous » 54.00 
ee 1321.95 
Field Hockey: 
Officials 30.50 
Transportation - 94.50 
—_— 125.00 
Girls’ Tournament: 
Officials 21.00 
General: 
Petty Cash 20.40 
Dues 25.00 
Miscellaneous 153.89 
ee 199.29 : 
Total Payment $3778.70 | 
Bank Balance $1924.88 
Grand Total $5703.58 
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SCHOOL BUDGET FOR 1954 
GENERAL CONTROL AND INSTRUCTION: 


Proposed 
| 1953 Budget 1954 Budget 

Salaries $350,336.00 $376,445.00 

Books 8,010.00 8,020.25 

Supplies & other expenses of Inst. 13,304.00 14,102.75 
OPERATION: | 

Salaries 29,550.00 26,350.00 

Fuel 10,635.00 9,791.35 

Miscellaneous 10,275.00 11,939.43 
MAINTENANCE: | 

Salaries 0.00 3,800.00 

Repairs and Replacements 10,407.00* 6,624.49 
AUXILIARY AGENCIES: 

Library 1,132.00 1,100.00 

Health—Salaries 6,580.00 6,860.00 

Health—Other Expenses 610.00 510.00 

Transportation 5,160.00 7,110.90 

Tuition 200.00 300.00 

Miscellaneous 7,717.60 7,273.50 
OUTLAY: 

New Equipment 4,026.50 3,312.30 

| $457,943.10 $483,539.97 
bier ES —800.00* 
$457,143.10 


* $800 transferred to Park Department account 
by vote at Special Town Meeting of October 19, 


1953. .« 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS: 
Americanization 660.00 660.00 
Police Service at Athletic Contests 300.00 300.00 
Trade Schools 3,000.00 3,000.00 
Other Special Appropriations 8,396.00 0.00 


$12,356.00 $3,960.00 


Explanation of Budget for 1954 
I. GENERAL CONTROL AND INSTRUCTION 
Summary of Instructional Salaries: 


North School $30,560.00 
South School 35,850.00 
East School 23,820.00 
Emerson School 27,370.00 
Robin Hood School 38,160.00 
Junior High School 71,440.00: - 
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Additional teachers needed for the 
Junior-Senior High School in 1954-55 2,240.00 


Senior High School 98,100.00 
Assistant Coaches 1,350.00 
Supervisors and Special Teachers 25,485.00 
Administration 16,470.00 
Evening School 1,600.00 
Substitutes 4,000.00 ; 
. — $376,445.00 


The difference between this total of $376,445.00 and the 
figure of $350,336.00 for instructional salaries submitted last 
year is $26,109.00. The breakdown of this difference is as follows: 

$362,705.00 Salary Account for the school year 1953-54. 

350,336.00 Amount in 1953 Budget for calendar year. 


$ 12,369.00 ' Difference between the above figures. 

It should be noted that when we submit our budget in 
December of each year for the following year, it is for the 
calendar year. It is also based on the salaries of the staff at the 
time the budget is made out. 


$ 13,740.00 Step increments and general salary increases 


based on salary schedule for the calendar year 
1954, although increments do not take effect 
until the school year 1954-55. 


12,369.00 Continuation of increments from 1953 affect- 


ing calendar year 1954. 


$ 26,109.00 Difference between c<dlary item in this year’s 


budget and the budget submitted last year un- 
der instructional salaries. 


Salary increases for 1954 are based on two factors: 


Books: 


uF 


Regular step increments as determined by salary 
schedule sent to the Finance and Advisory Board 
with the 1952 Budget. 

Increasing of the minimum and maximum of the 
salary schedule by $200. 


Elementary Schools: *1293 pupils @ $3.25 $4,202.25 
Junior High School: *524 pupils @ 4.00. 2,096.00 
Senior High School: *418 pupils @ 4.00 1,672.00 
Evening School 50.00 


$8,020.25 


* October 1, 1953 enrollment figures 
1953 Appropriation was $8,010.00 


The increase of $10.25 in the 1954 budget is due to the larger 
enrollment this year. 
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Supplies and Other Expenses of Instruction: 
Elementary Schools: 1293 pupils @ $3.75 $4,848.75 
Junior High School: 524pupils @ 6.00 3,144.00 
Senior High School: 418 pupils @ 7.00* 2,926.00 


Evening School 50.00 
Supplies used by school councils in connection 

with pupil programs 150.00 
Maps for Elementary Schools 564.00 
School Committee Expenses 200.00 
Assembly Programs (Music, $100; 

Other, $200) 300.00 
Travel Expenses 1,920.00 

| $14,102.75 


* Including trade-in of typewriters 
1953 Appropriation was $13,304.00 
The increase of $798.75 is due to the need for maps this 
year and increased costs of travel and other expenses. 


II OPERATION 


1 as Ca POR 8 | oe (od cna pipe ste eee $26,350.00 
Fuel: 
1237 bbls. No. 5 oil @ $3.55 $4,391.35 
360 tons coal @ $15.00 per ton 5,400.00 
$9,791.35 
1953 Appropriation was $10,635.00 
1954 Budget figure is 9,791.35 
Difference $843.65 less 
Miscellaneous: 
Electricity: a 
North School $750.00 
South Schooi . 900.00 
East School 500.00 
Emerson School 550.00 — 
Robin Hood School “900.00 
Junior-Senior High School 2,700.00 


- $5,900.00 

Last year’s appropriation was $5,500.00. This item had to 
be increased $400 because last year’s appropriation will not be 
sufficient to cover the cost of this item. 


Gas: 
North School ; $20.00 © 
South School ~ 20.00 
East School 15.00 
Emerson School 45.00 
Robin Hood School 70.00 


Junior-Senior High ‘School 90.00 x 
“ | $260.00 
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Last year’s appropriation was $230.00. This item had to be 
increased $30.00 because last year’s appropriation will not be ~ 
sufficient to cover the cost of this item. 


Telephones: 
North School $125.00 
South School 135.00 
East School 100.00 
Emersop School 115.00 
Robin Hood School 205.00 
Junior-Senior High School 580.00 
Administration 570.00 


$1,830.00 


Last year’s appropriation was $1,385.00. This item had to 
be increased $445.00 because telephone rates went up twice with- 
in the past year: 


Water: 
North School $171.50 
South School 101.95 
East School 84.35 
Emerson School 200.00 
Robin Hood School 86.65 
Junior High School 183.90 
Senior High School 94.95 


$923.30 


Last year’s appropriation was $560.00. The increase of 
$363.30 over last year is due to the feat that the Public Works 
Department informs us water rates will go up beginning January 
1, 1954. 


Towels and Toilet Paper: 


North School $123.15 
South Sehool 100.65 
East School 100.65 
Emerson School 93.94 
Robin Hood School 129.86 
Junior-Senior High School 526.30 
———— $1,074.55 
Last year’s appropriation for this item 

was j $1,175.00 
The 1954 request for this item 

is 1,074.55 


Difference $100.45 less 


Cleaning materials and floor treatments - $1,901.58 
The 1954 request for this item is $1,901.58 
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Last year’s appropriation for 
this item was 1,375.00 


Difference $526.58 + 


The increase of $526.58 in the 1954 budget is due to higher 
prices on some items and also to the fact that last year’s appro- 
priation will not be sufficient to cover the cost of this item. 


Travel for one custodian who checks fires at 


all elementary schools on week ends $50.00 
(Same amount as last year) 
Total for operation miscellaneous $11,939.43 


Ill MAINTENANCE 
Salaries: . $3,800.00 
In the past the Maintenance Supervisor’s salary was includ- 
ed with operational salaries. This year it is being transferred to 
MAINTENANCE SALARIES. An item of $600 is also be- 
ing included for wages of workers who will take care of school 
grounds in the coming year. 


Repairs and Replacements: 


Care of grounds $200.00 
Repairs and replacements in all 

elementary schools 1,082.11 
Repairs and replacements in 

junior-senior high school 1,792.38 
General repairs in all schools 2,200.00 
Electrical and plumbing repairs in 

all schools 600.00 


Repairing and cleaning athletic equipment 750.00 
———— $6,624.49 

Last year’s appropriation was $10,407.00 

The 1954 request is 6,624.49 


Difference $3,782.51 less 


IV AUXILIARY AGENCIES - 


Library: 

Books, supplies, and magazines for 
elementary schools $300.00 

Books, supplies, and magazines for 
junior-senior high school 800.00 

———. . $1,100.00 

Last year’s appropriation was $1,132.00 
The 1954 request is 1,100.00 


Difference $32.00 less 
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Health: ; 
‘Salaries $6,860.00 


Nurse’s travel, $250; insurance on 
nurse’s car, $10 $260.00 
Supplies 250.00 
$510.00 


Last year’s appropriation for this was $610.00 
The 1°54 request is 510.00 
Difference $100.00 less 


Transportation: 
McIntire Bus Lines, Inc. $5,660.00 
Sweet’s Taxi 1,016.50 
Lanpher’s Taxi 434.40 


$7,110.90 

Last year’s appropriation was $5,160.00. The increase of 

$1,950.90 is due to an additional handicapped child for whom 

transportation is being provided and also to the extra transpor- 

tation necessitated because some of the grades in the St. Pat- 
rick Parochial School had to go on the two-platoon system. 


Tuition: 

We are required by law to pay the tuition of 
pupils who are hospitalized outside of Stoneham 
and require a visiting teacher in the town or city 
in which the hospital is located. In past years 
when we did not make provisions for this item, 
we had several unexpected cases. It would be im- 
possible to predict the exact amount necessary 
for such emergencies. $300.00 

Last year’s appropriation was $200. This 
amount will not cover the bills we expect to re- 
ceive before the close of this fiscal year. We are 
adding $100 to this item because we have pupils in 
hospitals now whose visiting teachers we are com- 
pelled to pay. 


Miscellaneous: 
Express Charges $500.00 
Graduation Expenses $500.00 
Athletic Insurance 1,800.00 
Membership in the New England 
School Development Council 223.50 
Athletic Equipment for Junior-Senior “ 
High School | 3,200.00 
Printing 400.00 
Driver-Training Course Expenses 300.00 
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In-Service Activities 200.00 


Rental of USWV Hall 150.00 
Last year’s appropriation for this item 

was $7,717.60 

The 1954 request for this item is 7,273.50 


Difference $444.10 


V OUTLAY 
New Equipment: 
North School: | | 
1 Mitchell’s Fold-A-Leg Table, 72x30 $38.50 
2. Mitchell’s Fold-A-Leg Tables, 48x30 67.70 
Reading Circle Chairs 51.75 
Kindergarten Chairs (Bow Back) 28.50 


South School: 


2 Reading Tables $68.00 
Reading Circle Chairs 28.95 
Bookcase 18.00 


4 Pupil Desks, American Universal 117.00 
1 Steel Locker (teacher’s) Gledhill 


24x18x72 single 37.50 
1 Easel 15.00 
East School: 

Reading Circle Chairs $128.25 
Emerson School: 

2 Library Tables, 60x 66.00 

1 Reading Table, 36”, round 18.00 

Reading Circle Chairs 117.60 

Bookcases 21.00 


Kindergarten Chairs (Bow Back) aio 


Robin Hood School: 


Reading Circle Chairs 60.00 
Bookcases, 24” 35.00 
1 Easel 15.00 


1 Science Kit 15.00 


. Total for Elementary Schools 
Junior High School: 


1 Stand for One-Drawer File $15.00 
Mechanical Drawing Equipment 100.00 
1 Electric Typewriter 275.00 
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$7,273.50 


less 


$186.45 


$284.45 


$128.25 


$275.85 


Small Tools for Shop 40.00 


Science Equipment 400.00 
Biology Equipment 100.00 
1 “Standard” Film Strip Projector 114.00 
1 Amaco Sprayer Outfit 52.50 


1 Electric Duplicator 


Music Department: 
2 Autoharps 
2 Snaredrums 
2 Trombones 
1 Sousaphone 
1 Melophone 
Cymbals (Second-hand instruments) 


Total for New Equipment 


$600.00 
$3,312.30 


Last year’s appropriation was $4,026.50 
The 1954 request is 3,312.30 


Difference $714.20 less 


The 1953 appropriation for the School 
Department’s total expense account 


was $71,477.10 


The amount in the 1954 budget for the 


total expense account is 70,084.97 


Differe:.ee $1,392.13 less 


The 1954 salary account for all salaries 


is $413,455.00 


The 1953 salary appropriation for all 


salaries was 386,466.00 


Difference $26,989.00+ 


The 1954 school budget submitted is $483.539.97 
The 1953 appropriation was 457,943.10 


Difference $25,596.87+- 


RECEIPTS 
Receipts for school year 1952-53: 
State Aid. General 
State Aid, Americanization 
State Aid, Trade Schools 
Tuition of State Wards 
Tuition of State Juvenile Training Wards 
Tuition of non-resident pupils in day school 
Tuition of non-resident pupils in evening school 
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$81,973.96 
230.00 
912.29 
2,220.90 
875.19 
245.00 
85.00 


Tuition of non-residents pupils in Americanization 


classes 85.00 
Registration deposits of evening school pupils 130.00 
Deposits on books loaned to evening 

school pupils 43.50 
Miscellaneous cash turned in to Town Treasurer 418.35 

Total $87,219.19 
Receipts from previous year 79,477.90 
Difference $ 7,741.29-+- 


EXPLANATION OF STATE AID FIGURES FOR 1954 


2142 pupils @ $130.00 (State’s allowance per pupil) $278,460.00 
Less $6.00 per $1000 of State’s valuation of Stoneham 


which is $16,420,347.00 98,522.08 

. $179,937.92 
One-half of $179,937.92 which is the actual : 

allowance paid $89,968.96 

State Aid due Stoneham in 1954 $89,968.96 

State Aid received in 1953 81,973.96 

Increase of State Aid over last year $7,995.00 
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EXERCISES 
CLASS OF 1953 


PROGRAM 
Entrance of Graduates—War March of the Priests 
POINT AUN ALTA ihc ore ik nw bre Mendelssohn 


High School Orchestra 
Mr. Calvin Schraga, Conductor 
(The audience will remain seated as the 
graduates enter the hall) 
Class Marshals 
Sandra Wardwell, Class of 1954 
John Robinson, Class of 1954 
Graduation Hymn (the audience uniting) ...... Hemy-Walton 


FAITH OF OUR FATHERS 


1 
Faith of our fathers, living still 
_ In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, 
O how our hearts beat high with joy 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word. 
9 7 
Faith of our fathers, we will strive 
To win all unto thee; 
And through the truth that comes from God 
Mankind shall then indeed be free. 
3 
Faith of our fathers, we will love 
Both friend and foe in all our strife, 
And preach thee, too, as love knows how 
By kindly words and virtuous life. 


Refrain 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith 
We will be true to thee till death. 


Prayer 
Reverend Arthur J. Snow 


Speech of Welcome 
Charles W. Sprott, President 


Address—I’se Got a Glory 
Marilyn Towle 


ST MPU MIAIIILOL ewe hPa ole ais sc os cv e'elgiels es .. George F. Handet 
Orchestra and Organ 


Presentation of MacDonald Medals to 


Irma C. Crocetti and Albert J. Mundo 
Miss Fannie M. Spinney 
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The MacDonald Medals, in memory of James Wallace Mac- 
Donald, Principal of Stoneham High School from 1876-1892, 
are presented for scholarship, character and good influence 
in the school. 


A-Heart That's-Free@t gece ee ek ccs oe een Alfred G. Robyn | 


If Believe. .o scsiiete eee Oe as. (arr.) Harry R. Wilson 
Senior Glee Clubs 
(Mrs. Gilda Wipperman, Supervisor of Music 
Announcement of Other Honors and Awards 
History Meuaél—Donor, Dept. of Social Studies, S.H.S.; Re- 
cipient, Albert J. Mundo 
Mathematics and Science Medal—Donor, Rennselaer Poly- 
technic Institute; Recipient, Philip L. Simons 
Carrie S. Ireland Citizenship Award—Donor, American Le- 
gion Auxiliary; Recipient, Evelyn J. Bamberg 
Good Citizenship Award—Donor, Daughters of American 
Revolution; Recipient, Beverley C. Goudey 
Citizenship Medal—Donor, American Legion; Recipient, Ro- 
nald E. Logan 
James W. Hibbs Music Prize—Donor, Stoneham Grange; 
Recipient, Marylyn A. Figley 
Eliza Carruthers Lister Award in Art—Donor, Stoneham 
Grange; Recipient, Joseph W. Champa 
Howard W. Watson Memorial Scholarships—Parent-Teach- 
er Association; Recipient, Albert J. Mundo (Alt.) Ed- 
ward J. O’Connell, Jr., Eleanor A. Ewing; (2nd Alt.) 
Marilyn Towle 
Scholarship— Donor, Blue and White Club; Recipient, Rich- 
ard A. Sawin; (Alt.) Irma C. Crocetti 
Scholarship—Donor, Stoneham Teachers’ Club; Recipient, 
Nancy A. Farrell; (Alt.) Joseph W. Champa 
Scholarship—Donor, S.H.S. Boosters’ Club; Recipient, Wil- 
liam J. Canavan; (Alt.) Edward J. O’Connell, Jr. 
Scholarship—Donor; Stoneham Woman’s Club; Recipient, 
Jane L. Barney; (Alt.) Jane A. Shaw 
Scholarship — Donor, Stoneham Home Front; Recipient, 
Marilyn Towle 
Scholarship—Donor, Annie Bailey Trowbridge; Recipient, 
Ronald E. Logan; (Alt.) Richard A. Sawin 
Wendell W. Horton 
Vice Principal 
Presentation of Class Gift 
William J. Canavan 
Russian Choral and Overture ...... So ae (arr.) Merle J. Isaac 
Orchestra and Organ 
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Award of Diplomas 
Mrs. John P. English 
School Committee 


The Star Spangled Banner 
Entire Assembly 


tere EES ie cs oo cv cc cee hee cco wceccen Selected 
Harry E. Rodgers, Organist 


(The audience is requested to be seated until the graduates 
have left the hall) 


Superintendent of Schools 
Raymond C. Burdick 


School Committee—Mrs. Walter W. Johnson, Chairman: Mrs. 
John P. English, Mrs. William W. Mackay, John E. 


O’Doherty, David C. Whitehouse. 


CLASS OF 1953 


Winifred H. Abbott 


Mary Josephine Angelosanto 


Nancy L. Ayer 
_*Evelyn Jean Bamberg 
*June Louise Barney 
Robert E. Barney 

Paul W. Bartlett 

Carol A. Bears 

Beverly Ann Berry 
Henry F. Blout, Jr. 
William J. Breagy 
Marjorie Anne Boyle 

E. Daniel Brown 

Glenn Edward Bushway 
Ella Caliri 

Marjorie Claire Campbell 
William Joseph Canavan 


Eugene Albert Canuel, Jr. 


Nancy P. Carroll 
Francis James Champa 
Joseph William Champa 
Edwin Francis Conklin 
E. Daniel Covell, Jr. 
*Irma Cecelia Crocetti 


William Everett Crosby, Jr. 


Shirley Dale Davenport 
Paul D’Entremont 
Eugene J. Devlin 
Patricia Ann Dillon 
Ronald J. Donovan 
Robert Paul Doran 
Thomas Joseph Duff 
Carol Ann Eramo 
*Eleanor Ann Ewing 


*Nancy A. Farrell 
Marylyn Aughey Figley 
Martha Jane Fitzgerald 
Charles Weston Flahive 
David 'N. Flynn 
Donald Edward Flynn 
Warren M. Foster 
Constance Grace Fox 
James J. Gaffny 
Rita Mary Gallella | 
James Thomas Gallella 
John F. Gigante 
Thomas J. Gilmartin 
William G. Glynn 

*Beverley Claire Goudey 
Richard Elliott Greel 
Ansel B. Grose 
Joseph W. Hart 
Russell V. Hart, Jr. 
Richard R. Heerter 
Nancy Gail Hertach 
Barbara Anne Hodgson 
Jacquelin Hogan 
Marjorie Ann Hovey 
Herbert Howland 
Barbara A. Huber 


Bernice Elizabeth Hurlburt 


Elizabeth A. Jordan 
Marion Karantzas 
Gilbert H. Kenney 
James William Kenney 
Edward A. Kinney 
Robert L. Knight 

Ruth Elaine Knight 
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Judith E. Lamb 
Wayne K. Langille 
Nancy Ann Larange 
*Judith W. Lazzara 
*Ronald E. Logan 
Carol Lee MacDonald 
Jeanette Ann MacDonald 
Barbara Ann Mace 
Robert D. Malinski 
Bernard J. Malonson 
*Nancy Marsh __, 
Marilyn S. McCarthy 
Winthrop Warreg McCarthy 
James P. McCullough 
James J. McDermott, Jr. 
Barbara Ann McDonough 
Jean Frances McKnight 
Harriett (Melkonian 
Philip I. Mitchell 
Carol Ann Morin 
Sally Morrison 
Robert Warren Morse 
*Albert Joseph Mundo 
John Myles 
Alice Frances Nagle 
Edward J. O’Connell, Jr. 
Lillian Louise O’Neill 
Mary Ann Panetta 
Leo Joseph Paquette 
Allen DeWitt Perrins 
*Harold Leon Porter 
Shirley Madeleine Pothier 
Nancy Kathleen Rice 
Ruth Joanne Richardson 
Francis A. Roberts 
Lewis Rodrick 


Martha Rohrbacher 
Charles Samuel Rotondi 
Domenica Rotondo 

Rita Rouillard 


Judith L. Salle 

James A. Saunders 
George N. Savard 
Richard Arthur Sawin 
William Edward Schacht 
Robert Kingdon Shanks 
Jane A. Shaw 

Philip LaCroix Simons 
Arlene Elizabeth Smith 
John J. Smith 

Mary Ellen Smith 
Nancy Elizabeth Spears 
Anthony F. Spolidoro 
Robert Grant Sprague 
*Charles William Sprott 
Donald Reed Squires 
Richard A. Stephens, Jr. 
Janet Stiles 
*James John Sullivan 
Ralph Henry Surette 
Carol Ann Sveistys 
Guerino Tamburrini 
Harold Edwin Thorn 
Richard A. Tiberio 
*Marilyn Towle 

Florence Ruth Tremblay 
Jean Marie Truesdale 
Edward Everett Uhrig 
Robert A. Waite 
Herbert D. White 
*Richard M. Whitney 
*Beverly Ann Willett 
William Clifton Wolley 
H. Donald Woods 
Ronald Ashton Young 


Class Officers 
President, Charles W. Sprott Secretary, Beverley C. Goudey 
Vice President, John Myles Treasurer, Harold L. Porter 
Principal, William M. Nadeau Vice Prin., Wendell W. Horton 
Class Advisors, Fannie M. Spinney and Earle T. Thibodeau 
* Honor Group 
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